
 

 

PART I 

 

 

South Lakeland District Council 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

Meeting Date: 27  March 2012 

Report Author: Mark Balderson, Planning Enforcement Officer 

Portfolio: Not applicable 

Report from: David Sykes, (Interim Corporate Director (Communities)) 

Wards affected: All 

Key Decision: Not applicable 

Forward Plan: Not applicable 

 

A QUARTERLY REPORT ON THE OUTSTANDING 

ENFORCEMENT CASELOAD AT JANUARY 2012 

 

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 

 1.1 To inform Members about the outstanding enforcement caseload up to  
January 2012.  This report aims to provide a summary of the number of 
enforcement cases currently unresolved, and a brief description of the 
selected priority cases currently being dealt with and future proposed 
priority cases. 

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 It is recommended that Members note this report. 

3.0 BACKGROUND 

 In addition to the monthly update on specific enforcement cases, Members 
receive a quarterly report providing a breakdown of enforcement cases within 
each of the individual parishes across the District.  

4.0 RESEARCH AND CONSULTATION  

 Not applicable. 

5.0 PROPOSAL 

 Not applicable. 

 

 



6.0 ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS 

 Not applicable. 

7.0 NEXT STEPS 

 Not applicable. 

8.0 IMPLICATIONS 

 8.1 Financial and Resources 

  The recommendations in this report do not have any cost implications. 

 8.2 Human Resources 

  The recommendations in this report do not have any staffing implications. 

 8.3 Legal 

  Legal services consulted and instructed where necessary 

 8.4 Social, Economic and Environmental Impact 

  This report does not have any registered significant environmental 
effects. 

9.0 RISK ASSESSMENT 

 Risk Consequence Controls required 

 The failure to have an 
effective planning 
enforcement system.  

Result in inappropriate 
forms of development 
which would have an 
adverse impact on the 
character and 
appearance of the 
District’s rural landscape. 
 

To maintain sufficient 
resources in planning 
enforcement and prioritise 
and co-ordinate the 
investigation of breaches of 
planning control. 
 

10.0 EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY 

 The Draft Statement of Community Involvement takes account of the equalities 
issues in seeking to define South Lakeland’s community and interests relevant to 
the Local Development Framework which will influence the determination of 
individual planning applications. 
 

11.0 LINKS TO THE CORPORATE PLAN AND PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 This report links to the aims of providing a “High Quality Environment” enhanced 
local environmental quality and supports national performance indicators.  

Having an effective robust planning enforcement regime involving people will 
help make South Lakeland the best place to live, work and visit. Dealing with 
unauthorised development in an efficient, firm and fair manner, fosters strong 
links with the community, increased public confidence in the Council and value 
for money. 
 

 



12.0 CONCLUSION AND EXPECTED OUTCOMES 

 12.1 See report. 

 

 

 

APPENDICES ATTACHED TO THIS REPORT 

Appendix No.  

1 A quarterly report on the outstanding enforcement caseload at 
January 2012. 

2 Priority cases and actions. 

 
CONTACT OFFICERS 

Mark Balderson, Planning Enforcement Officer, Tel: 01539 797566 
development.management@southlakeland.gov.uk 

 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE 

Various planning files. 

 

TRACKING  

Assistant 
Director 

Portfolio 
Holder 

Solicitor to the 
Council 

CMT Scrutiny 
Committee 

N/A N/A 8 March 2012 N/A N/A 

Executive 
(Cabinet) 

Committee Council Section 151 
Officer 

Monitoring 
Officer 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Human 
Resource 
Services 
Manager 

    

N/A     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendix 1 

 

Outstanding Enforcement Cases Grouped by Parish at  27/01/2012 
 

Parish Number Of Cases 

ALDINGHAM 7 

ARNSIDE 4 

BARBON 4 

BEETHAM 8 

BURTON IN KENDAL 3 

CASTERTON 7 

DOCKER 1 

EGTON WITH NEWLAND 9 

FIRBANK 1 

GRANGE OVER SANDS 14 

GRAYRIGG 2 

HELSINGTON 5 

HEVERSHAM 3 

HINCASTER 1 

HOLME 6 

HUTTON ROOF 1 

KENDAL 102 

KILLINGTON 1 

KIRKBY IRELETH 0 

KIRKBY LONSDALE 19 

LAMBRIGG 0 

LEVENS 2 

LOWER ALLITHWAITE 24 

LOWER HOLKER 5 



LOWICK 1 

LUPTON 2 

MANSERGH 1 

MANSRIGGS 2 

MIDDLETON 2 

MILNTHORPE 6 

NATLAND 1 

NEW HUTTON 2 

OLD HUTTON AND HOLMESCALES 5 

OSMOTHERLY 2 

PENNINGTON 11 

PRESTON PATRICK 6 

PRESTON RICHARD 8 

SCALTHWAITERIGG 1 

SEDGWICK 0 

SKELSMERGH 9 

STAINTON 1 

STRICKLAND KETEL 4 

STRICKLAND ROGER 3 

ULVERSTON 14 

URSWICK 10 

WHINFELL 1 

WHITWELL AND SELSIDE 1 

Total Number of Outstanding Cases 322 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



APPENDIX 2 

A REPORT ON PRIORITY CASES ACTION / ACTIVITY TO 27
 
JANUARY 2012 

The purpose of this Appendix is to provide a summary of priority enforcement cases.  The work, involves formally carrying out 
investigations to establish that unauthorised development has taken place, whether permitted development applies and if expedient 
to pursue enforcement action.  Work involves carrying out site visits, correspondence with stakeholders, research, negotiations, 
consultations with colleagues and other departments internal and external.  Predominantly these cases have been prioritised 
dependant on the nature of the breach and the degree to which they constitute a significant harm to amenity.  Due to the heavy 
fluctuating workload and the time and resources necessary to deal with priority cases, officers have focused their attention on the 3 
cases below.  That said, the pause on the A-Board action plan has allowed officers to turn their attention to other priority outstanding 
enforcement cases.   
 

Selected priority cases that are currently ongoing   

 

REF NO. PARISH SITE ADDRESS ALLEGED BREACH ACTION/ACTIVITY 

     

08/345 SKELSMERGH Holme House  
Garth Row Lane 

Unauthorised 
development involving 
the construction of 
caravan / chalet 
structures and business 
uses 

• Officer site visits confirm that the site owner is in 
breach of the Notice, he has failed to comply with the 
Enforcement Notice. 

• The decision has been taken to commence 
proceedings to prosecute those who have been 
served a Notice. 

• Recorded PACE interviews have been carried out.  

• Officers have compiled a court file and legal services 
have made an application to the magistrate’s court.  A 
court date is set for the 27 March 2012. 
 

A- Board 

 

KENDAL Town Centre Illegal A-boards • Action commenced and the initial letters sent out 
between the 17 and the 30 of January 2012. 



• The action plan has been paused pending the 
outcome from the Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
Finish and Task Group, which will set up a code of 
conduct and officer prosecution protocol.  The Finish 
and Task Group will report back to the Planning 
Committee within 6 months. 

 

10/253 KENDAL 55 Helmside 
Road, 
Oxenholme 

Engineering operation, 
excavation of rear 
garden. 

• This has been a long protracted case involving a 
considerable amount of officer time. 

• Following two injunctions and the current court order, 
which the owner is in breach of, the Council 
submitted a committal to prison and authority to carry 
out works to reinstate the land.  

• Officers have conducted multiple court appearances. 
The judge has bailed the offender pending a medical 
assessment, which concludes that the owner is 
unable to stand trial.  Legal services and 
Development Control to consider options.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cases Prioritised for Action in the Following Quarter  

 

REF NO. PARISH SITE ADDRESS ALLEGED BREACH ACTION/ACTIVITY 

11/086 HEVERSHAM Dallam Barn, High 
Haverflats 

Unauthorised erection of 
building. 

• This case was brought to the Council’s attention and 
described as a “garage”.  

• At the initial site visit the building structure had all the 
characteristics of a single detached garage about 30 
meters from the principal elevation of the 
dwellinghouse. 

• Committee authorisation has been granted to take all 
necessary action to have the building removed. 

• Officers in the process of drafting an Enforcement 
Notice. 
 

10/208 LOWER 
ALLITHWAITE 

Blenket Wood 
Caravan Park 

Laying 300 metre 
access track 

• Committee granted authority to commence 
enforcement action  

• Drafting Enforcement Notice requiring they remove 
the hardcore. 
 

11/193 ULVERSTON Priory View 
Caravan Park, 
Sandhall, 
Ulverston 

Unauthorised siting of a 
shower block 

• Large static shower block measuring 6.5 metres long 
3 metres wide and 3.1 metres high.  

• The owner submitted a planning application and it 
was refused. 

• Enforcement team to write to the owner requesting 
they remove the shower block.  
 

•  



10/076 MILNTHORPE North west of 
Highfield 

Agricultural building 
used as builders yard 

• There is various equipment in the building and on the 
site which would normally be used for agriculture.  

• However, there are also items which the owner uses 
in his building business.  

• The enforcement team continues to receive 
complaints that the owner is using the building and 
the site for his builders’ contracting business.   

• Owner has been written to reminding them what the 
authorised use is at the site.  

• However, recent site visits confirm they are reverting 
the use more towards its agricultural status.  It was 
noted during the recent visit that they has erected a 
large Polytunnel which requires Planning Permission. 
 

 


